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The Last Set of Quays
Northern NSW’s last approved site for a canal sub-division will be released for sale by tender on December 1st 2007.
Owen McGeary and his wife of 48 years Marie-Francis are selling their 17 hectares of prime waterfront real estate in Yamba, NSW.

Situated 3kms from the town centre, this parcel of land is the last of its kind. In 1997 the NSW government placed a ban on all canal sub-divisions. ‘Yamba Quays’ a rare property release has an approval for 105 conventional residential lots – all with water views.  77 of the approved lots have direct canal frontage. 
"In my almost 30 years practicing as a town planner in Northern NSW, I do not think I have seen a site with more untapped potential. The bulk earthworks are done, the site has few environmental constraints, enjoys good access to  facilities, but best of all it has a canal frontage of no less than 1361 metres,” says Steve Connelly of S J CONNELLY CPP PTY LTD the consulting town planner.
Mr McGeary purchased the Clarence River property in 1979, and believes it’s ‘time to let it go’. Yamba Quays is a special parcel of land, but it’s time to let someone else realise its potential’ says Mr McGeary.
Situated on the Clarence Coast of NSW, and midway between Coffs Harbour and Byron Bay - Ballina airport is approximately 100 km’s to the North. Australian Property Investor Magazine predicts Yamba will become the “Noosa of the South.”

With a population of 7,000 permanent residents, Yamba is the Clarence Coast’s largest town. The valley is well positioned for growth with essential infrastructure and services already in place. 

The Tugan Bypass, due to be completed mid-2008, will make Yamba even more accessible to Brisbane and the Gold Coast. It will cut 30 minutes from the commute to Brisbane.

Yamba has officially been ‘picked’ as NSW’s No.1 hot spot for Sea Changers. “Yamba is the last frontier of the sea change movement in NSW,” said Mr. Bernard Salt, demographer and KPMG Business Partner in an interview with The Daily Examiner, Feb 3rd 2007.

Yamba’s diverse blend of natural attractions, dining, entertainment & sporting facilities has created a vibrant, and safe community - where teenagers, young families and retired couples mingle seamlessly. 
Additionally, Yamba is renowned for it's perfect sub-tropical climate - allowing residents to embrace the outdoor lifestyle all year-round.
Though the lifestyle is laid back, Yamba’s Real Estate market is on the move. In August 2007, the median house price rose above $400,000. Yamba has also recently been named in the Australian Property Magazine first annual ‘Hot 100 locations’.  

According to hotspotting.com.au founder Terry Ryder, Ballina and Yamba are ‘headed for a purple patch’.

Houses at nearby Covent Beach are now selling for upwards of $1 million. Between 2002 and 2004 vacant land prices increased by 20.3%.

Yamba is home to 60s and 70s surf legend Nat Young, and John Dickenson, the inventor of the modern Hang glider. World-renowned artist Ken Done grew up here. However, it’s the more recent arrivals that are forcing people to sit up and take notice. These include Record Breaking solo yachtswoman Kay Cottee, Award winning chef Peter Nicholson, and internationally recognised furniture designer, Matthew Butler. Meanwhile, Billabong clothing founder and director Gordon Merchant is building a ‘serious house’ in the area and has purchased quantities of ‘unzoned’ land in the area.
The position of Yamba Quays allows a developer to create a truly striking precinct that will further complement the Yamba community. Yamba is well placed to continue its purple patch for a while to come and the sale of Yamba Quays is set to be an interesting one. Having already attracted the feverish attention of several key developers, the question of interest is not if Yamba Quays will sell, but how much it will sell for.
 "This parcel will suit a developer with a wide vision; one who can think outside the square and capture the next wave of prestige residential demand in Yamba. "Yamba is a truly special locality and this parcel is a truly special site. By quirk of certain changes in town planning law, this large vacant canal parcel is a never to be repeated project site", says Connelly.
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